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Cavia porcellus

English, Abyssinian, Peruvian

Pet

Research



Live together

Male dominant

Diurnal

Sensitive and easily excited

Dislike changes 



 Compact body, short legs, no tail
 Four digits on forelimbs, three digits on hind 

limb
 Dental formula: 1/1incisors, 0/0 canines, 1/1 

premolars and 3/3 molars
 All teeth are open rutted
 Large tympanic bulla
 Thymus surrounds trachea
 Soft palate has a hole in it
 Coprophagic
 Requirement of VitC in dietary
 lack of L-gulonolactone oxidase



Sexing

Male                               Female



Low level of erythrocyte and hemoglobin

Lymphocyte is dominant leucocytes 

Neutrophils with distinct eosinophilic 
cytoplasmic granules  

Sex chromatin

Opaque, creamy yellow urine, contain crystal

Urine PH: 8-9



Female: 2-3 months, weight: 350-450gr
Male: 3-4 months, weight: 600-700gr
Non seasonal, polyestrous
Estrus cycle: 15-17 days
Estrus signs: lordosis, extension of all four 

legs, elevation of pubic area
Pregnancy can be confirmed by palpation: 

14-21 days of pregnancy
Gestation period: 59-72 days
Babies: fully haired, teeth, open eyes and ear



Housing:
 Individually or in a colony

Bedding are preferred

Not climb and jump

Estrus cycle: 15-17 days

At least 652cm2

Temperature: 18-26



Feeding and Watering:
 Food: 6gr/100gr per day

VitC
Water: 10ml/100gr per day



Handling and Restraint:

 Identification:
 Cage color or cards, ear notching, tattooing, 

microchip placement



Small amount: toenail bed, marginal ear vein, 
saphenous vein and cephalic vein

Larger quantities: cranial vena cava, femoral 
vein, directly from heart



 IM: O.5ml

SC: 5-10 ml per site

 IP



 Penicillins, Ampicillin, Amoxicillin
 Lincomycin
 Clindamycine
 Erythromycin
 bacitracin
 Dihydrostreptomycin



?


